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Welcome to our first newsletter of
the year. This is digest of news and
stories from the Evangelical
Fellowship of Zimbabwe. Be
prepared to be informed, inspired
and encouraged.
The Vision of EFZ is “A Fellowship of
Evangelicals fulfilling the Great
Commission to impact the nation in
all aspects of life” and the Mission
Statement is “To mobilize, empower
and network evangelicals for the
accomplishment of the Great
Commission in Zimbabwe”.
EFZ has six core values, which guide
the behavior and conduct of the
fellowship. These are ChristC e n te re d n e s s , L o ve , Fa i t h f u l
Stewardship, Respect and Integrity,
Excellence and Relationships.
Contact Us
Evangelical Fellowship of Zimbabwe
2 Maitland Avenue,
Arcadia, Harare, Zimbabwe
Tel : +263 4 772 234/5
Mobile : +263 774 136 567
Email : efz@africaonline.co.zw
Web : www.efzimbabwe.org
facebook.com/efzim/
@EFZZIMBABWE
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Easter, the Great Love Story
So yes, what have you planned for this year's
Easter holidays? It’s 4 days indeed and lots can
happen in that time. Well, before you make
concrete plans, let me share with you the
spiritual meaning with earthly impact of

Parts of those consisting our neighbors are,
Those you/I/we regard as enemies,
Those who curse you/me/us,
Those who hate you/me/us,
Those who spitefully uses you/me/us,
Those who persecute you/me/us (Matthew 5:44).

Easter. It is a time of love, great love. It is a
time to show love and a time to feel loved!
Key verse:
“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay
down one's life for his friends”. - John 15:13
Jesus was speaking to His disciples, the ones He
now called friends. He had loved them that's why
He chose them, that's why He allowed them to be
part of His life and Him being a part of theirs. He
had loved them even to tell them of their Father,
not the earthly one but the Heavenly One, their
Creator and Maker. He had loved them that He
left Heaven for Earth for their sake and that He
was prepared to even die for them, that they
might live and live longer.
But what had they done to deserve this kind of
love? The answer can shock us all, NOTHING, they
had done absolutely NOTHING!
“You did not choose me, but I chose you…”
- John 15:16
Having loved His friends to the point of pouring
out or laying down His life, He had ONLY ONE
REQUEST to them - “…love one another as I have
loved you” - John 15:12.
My sisters and brothers, this season of Easter is a
Season of Love. There is no greater law than the
Law of Love.
Whom should we love you may ask?
Again, the scriptures give answers in
Mark 12:29-31.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
Love the Lord your God with all your soul,
Love the Lord your God with all your strength,
Love your neighbor as yourself.

Yes, Easter reminds us to love them as we love
ourselves and as we love the Father God. May the
Good Lord grant us the grace and the desire, to
love Him more with our All and to love them (our
neighbors) even better for the scripture says we
can't say we love the Lord whom we have not
seen yet hate the brother/sister we see daily.
Love is the force that binds evil and wickedness.
When we love the Lord our God and love our
neighbors, Jesus declares, “You are not far from
the kingdom of God”. Such knowledge makes
one closer but such practice makes one a citizen
of the Kingdom of God. For the Kingdom of God
is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit (Romans 14:17).
We may have differing political inclinations,
ideologies, preferences and associations,
We may have differing denominations, doctrines
and practices,
We may come from different regions or
provinces or cities, towns, districts and villages,
We may be of different skin, creed, tribe or
linguistic
YET,
We remain ONE people, ONE nation, and ONE
country under God, the Maker and Judge of US
ALL.
God loves you, God loves me, and God loves us.
May we love one another as this season is about
love. For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only Begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him,
should not perish, but have an everlasting life.
Blessed Easter to you all!
May God bless Zimbabwe!
Amen!

Pastor Blessing Makwara
General Secretary of the Evangelical Fellowship of Zimbabwe
Executive Secretary of the Zimbabwe Heads of Christian Denominations

Dr Shingi Munyeza
President of EFZ

Pastor Blessing Makwara
General Secretary of EFZ

International
Women's Day
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Making Disciples of Jesus Christ in Zimbabwe
At the last Annual General Meeting in November 2017, a theme was launched which will run
from 2018 and beyond. It is a call to all member bodies to “Make Disciples of Jesus Christ in
Zimbabwe”.
The Fellowship's vision is to fulfil the Great Commission to impact the nation in all aspects of life
and this is done through mobilizing, empowering and networking evangelicals for the
accomplishment of the Great Commission. It must therefore be emphasized that the sole purpose
of the Church is to see souls being saved and the kingdom of God being advanced. In order to do
so, the Church should have a strong emphasis of discipleship which empowers every believer to
occupy all spheres of society so that we can be true to Matthew 28:18-20.
ONE important thing to remember is – We are not called to make CONVERTS BUT DISCIPLES
CONVERTS VS DISCIPLES
1. Converts are believers who live like the world. Disciples are believers who live like
Jesus.
2. Converts are focused on their values, interests, worries, fears, priorities, and lifestyles.
Disciples are focused on Jesus.
3. Converts go to church. Disciples are the church.
4. Converts are involved in the mission of Jesus. Disciples are committed to it.
5. Converts cheer from the sidelines. Disciples are in the game.
6. Converts hear the word of God. Disciples live it.
7. Converts follow the rules. Disciples follow Jesus.
8. Converts are all about believing. Disciples are all about being.
9. Converts are comfortable. Disciples make sacrifices.
10. Converts talk. Disciples make more disciples.
Retrieved from: http://relevantmagazine.com

Did you know the following about Cancer?
1. Cancer can be prevented
2. Cancer can often be cured if diagnosed early
3. Early detection and treatment saves life
4. Globally, More people die from cancer than TB, HIV & Malaria combined
5. Majority of the cancers in developing countries are infection related
(HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis B & C)
6. Most common cancer in male is prostate
7. Most common cancers in female are cervix and breast
8. Reasons for cancer increase in Zimbabwe are adoption of westernised
diets; HIV and AIDS and other infectious diseases
Cancer Association of Zimbabwe, March 2018
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Church and Community
Mobilization Process (CCMP)

The Lausanne Conference of 1974 noted that a huge gap existed

The process recognize the local church as God's agent for transformation

between the Evangelical Church and the mainline protestant Church

thus it starts with the empowerment of the local church to understand and

globally. There were two extremes that dichotomized the gospel and

outwork her Integral (spiritual and physical) mandate for her immediate

these needed to be reconciled.

community. Through a series of community meetings people come to

The Evangelical Church majored on spiritual side of evangelism that is,

discuss about their community, gather information, analyze and make

preaching, praying, exorcizing evil spirits and anointing the sick with oil

informed decisions for a change.

telling people that God needed them in heaven while on the other end the

capacitated to better understand her situation and take charge of her own

mainline orthodox focused on social action i.e. they built mission schools,

development and improve her living standards holistically instead of

hospitals, universities, colleges and participated in humanitarian aid

waiting for external assistance.

Through CCMP the community is

initiatives like politics, governance issues, promotion of peace and justice.

Since the inception of CCMP in EFZ, implementation of the process has

Since then, leaders began to reflect more and more on the sufficiency of

been through 30 communities with 30 main facilitators (the majority being

the gospel of Jesus Christ. His gospel addressed the spiritual and physical

church leaders). Through the process, Church and Community have been

need of humanity. He demonstrated extensively that God cared for the

capacitated with skills on facilitating Church and Community

natural and physical needs and well being of humanity as much as He did

Empowerment, strengthening community systems, disaster preparedness

for the spiritual needs and the well being of mankind. Out of the Lausanne

and mitigation as well as social accountability. Some of the notable

Convention came out the Lausanne movement which is largely the

transformation observed include:

proponent of Holistic- Integral Mission. The 2010 episode of the
movement which was attended by approximately 4000 Church leaders in
Cape Town, South Africa concluded with a new commitment for; “The
Whole Church, Preaching the whole gospel to the whole world,” and

a) Improved self confidence-perceiving oneself as made in the image of
God
b) Establishment of new assemblies in new communities where the
church is under represented

thus the global church was charged to expend its energies in Integral

c) Unity and love among various denominations in the community

Mission.

d) Provision of social services by church and community such as building

From 2012, EFZ started implementing the Church and Community

of infrastructure such as schools, waiting mothers shelters, provision

Mobilization Process (CCMP), which is a bible-based participatory tool

of piped water and establishment of roads

that helps the Church operationalise Integral Mission. CCMP seeks to

e) Improved household income and food security

empower people to holistically transform their situation using locally

f) Improved access to services provided by government and other

available resources. The process encourage maximization of community's
potential and fight against dependence syndrome

as it strongly

advocates for the use of indigenous resources for sustainable
transformation.

service providers like civil society
These are some of the testimonials we got from members implementing
CCMP.
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...Church and Community Mobilization Process (CCMP)

One of the new classroom blocks built at the new site
Testimonial 1
For 20 years, the Irisvale community has been bickering over the site of a new school. Consequently over 140 students each year
were learning in a structure that was a former horse stable which is poorly lit and ventilated. Because of the environment the school
used to be shunned by the qualified teachers and sadly the community cannot count even a handful of students who attended the
school and passed with good grades. With the advent of CCMP, the Church engaged the community and together mobilised local
resources (financial, material and human) and constructed two new classroom blocks and a toilet at a new site. One teacher at the
school testified that “The Church has demonstrated leadership by partnering the community in building the school. The new school
has salvaged our dignity and we now call ourselves Irisvale Secondary school teachers with pride.”

Testimonial 2
“Ever since I was born again I become concerned with
developing my spiritual life but never bothered about physical
development in my life” stated Mrs Mukoka. She fervently
believed that a Christian should be a spiritual person since
Christianity is all about going to heaven. CCMP helped her
understand that as Christian, one should lead a holistic life
where both physical and spiritual aspects flourish. “As a family
empowered through CCMP we realised we can have dominion
over diseases and for the first time we have built a toilet at our
home in a bid to avert some sanitation related diseases like

The toilet built at the Mukoka home

typhoid, cholera and diarrhoea among others” she stated.

Conclusion
CCMP is proving to be a potent tool that can help the church outwork her salt and light mandate. Through CCMP the church and
community can together walk the journey towards sustainable development.

Topics covered on Alpha are:
1. Is there more to life than this?
2. Who is Jesus?
3. Why did Jesus die?
4. How can we have faith?
5. Why and how do I pray?

The Alpha course is a 15session practical introduction
to the Christian faith. It gives
everyone an opportunity to
explore the meaning of life in
a relaxed environment. It is a
tool designed for all churches
and organizations to disciple
and evangelize believers.

6. Why and how should I read the Bible?
7. How does God guide us?
8. Who is the Holy Spirit?
9. What does the Holy Spirit do?
10. How can I be filled with the Holy Spirit?
11. How can I resist evil?
12. Why and how should I tell others?
13. Does God heal today?
14. What about the church?
15. How can I make the most of the rest of my life?

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Office 04-772234-5 | Tonderai - 0773 080 940 | Farai – 0776 385 436
Gilbert - 0773 506 937 | Sharon - 0772 860 477
www.alpha.org

UPCOMING EVENTS
Biblical Transforming Leadership & Governance Seminar for Women in Leadership

National Day of Prayer

Dates: 23 to 25 April 2018
Venue: ALMA, 33 Marlborough Drive, Marlborough, Harare
Investment: $60 per delegate (covering training materials, certificate and lunch)

Date: 25 May 2018
Venue: Harare - TBA
Stadium Worship

Thinking Theology Seminar
Dates: 8 to 11 May 2018
Venue: ZESA Training Centre
Investment: $30 per delegate

Date: 26 May 2018
Venue: Glamis Arena
Heads of Denominations Meeting
Date: 20 June 2018
Venue: Harare - TBA

